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Welcoille Adilliral Mercer 
Rear Admiral Thomas A. Mercer, USN 
Rear Admiral Thomas A. Mercer was born in Pensacola, Florida, the son of a career naval aviator. He graduated with 
distinction from the U.S. Naval Academy in 1962 and subsequently completed short tours as an instructor at the Naval 
Academy and aboard USS Randolph (CVN-15) prior to flight training. He was designated a naval aviator in February 1964. 
After A-4C training, he reported to V A-172 for a three year tour that included two Mediterranean cruises and one Southeast 
Asia combat deployment aboard USS Franklin D. Roosevelt (CV A- 42). He then attended the Naval Postgraduate School 
at Monterey California and was awarded a Master of Science Degree in Aeronautical Engineering in October 1969. 
Rear Admiral Mercer's awards include the Defense Superior Service Medal, Legion of Merit (two awards), Distinguished 
Flying Cross (three awards), four individual Air Medals, 25 Strike Air Medals, and six Navy Commendation Medals. He 
bas logged over 3,500 hours in the A-4C and A-7E aircraft and bas made over 950 carrier landings. 
Rear Admiral Mercer is the son of Captain and Mrs. Willoughby Mercer, USN (Rel) of Coronado, California. He and 
his wife, Becky, come here from the Naval Station, Subic Bay. Their oldest son, Tom, graduated from the U.S. Naval 
Academy in 1987. He is currently a naval aviator flying the SH-608, stationed at Naval Air Station, North Island. Their son, 
Bill, graduated from the University of California Berkeley. He is currently the DCA aboard USS Waddell in San Diego. 
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